
Orchard Street 

Orchard Street did not exist until the development of 

St John’s Church and the new road layouts which 

accompanied that. The orchards may have been 

shown on Warren’s 18th C maps but the street was 

not. Consequently, none of the buildings in the street 

predate the mid 19th C  but there is a consistency of 

date and, in most part, style, to the buildings which 

are predominantly terraced houses with two types of 

brickwork- those to the north being in white brick 

while those to the north are in red. The former have 

a late Regency/Georgian influence while the latter 

are more obviously Victorian in date - presumably 

this difference may be indicative of the development 

having started to the south and being finished at the 

north. While appearing as almost continuous terrac-

es , the  houses in the street were obviously devel-

oped sequentially with each short element of the 

terraces being subtly different to the others both in 

size and/or detail.  

The street has a distinct gradient (for Bury positively 

a hill) with St John’s Church at the foot with its re-

markable brick spire making a spectacular terminus 

to views from the south. The views both ways are 

framed by the smart two storied terraced houses set 

back behind small front gardens with boundary brick 

walls and railings which form a strong feature where 

they survive. To north the view is of the rather taller 

and grander (and earlier) terraces in Well Street. 

The road surface is asphalt as are the pavings. The 

street lighting is by smart modern standards and the 

telegraph poles and overhead cables lend a folksy air.  

This is a handsome street by any standards and while 

the terraces are unpretentious, they are splendid 

period urban housing of high quality. As an early Vic-

torian street, it is exemplary in the conservation area. 

 



1 to 4 Orchard Street  

This terrace of four mid-19th C two storey, plus basements houses in white brick at its south 

end turns the corner into Short Brackland where the terrace continues. The houses are all 

similar except No 1 is curved on plan to accommodate the change of direction into the street 

to the south. It also has a large tripartite window at ground level where the others all have 

hexagonal bays. Otherwise the houses have slated double pitched roofs with bracketed eaves 

and brick stacks and paired windows at first floor with ground level entrance doors.  

Window joinery is all original two over two sashes and entrance doors are also apparently 

original four panelled models but Nos 3 and 4 have their upper panels replaced with glass. 

Nos 1 and 3 have second entrance doors which presumably lead to the rear of the properties 

via a passageway.  All openings have painted stone lintols. Basements have small areas and 

while fenestration is not generally clearly visible, No 4 has a modern glazed light over the 

area. 

Plastic rainwater goods. 

Nos 1 and 2 have dwarf brick boundary walls with modern steel railings and No 3 a large 

hedge. No 4 has a residual dwarf wall only. 

This is a handsome terrace which makes a strong positive contribution to the conservation 

area. 

5,6 and 7 Orchard Street 

A symmetrically designed terrace of three mid-19th C houses with two storeys of white brick-

work with double pitched slated roofs with brick stacks. At the centre a hexagonal bay 

flanked either side by a single bay of fenestration with doors at ground level - a rather unusu-

al arrangement for a terraced house and, presumably one of the doors leads to a passageway 

to the rear. Flanking this central house are two more conventional terraced cottages with two 

bays of fenestration but, again rather unusually the extreme bays are set back behind the 

general wall line.  

The windows have stone lintols and cills, and the doorways have semi-circular gauged brick 

arches. Window joinery all appears original and is sashes. Five panelled doors are also appar-

ently original but one of those to No 6 has been fitted with glass to make it half glazed.  

Plastic rainwater goods. 

Again, the terrace is set back behind small front gardens with some residual dwarf walls in 

brick, the railings having been removed. 

This is another handsome terrace which makes a strong positive contribution to the con-

servation area. 

8 Orchard Street 

This is similar to No 6 but here the house has a bay only at ground floor level. The twin doors 

flanking the bay have stone lintols and the doors are original but one has four panels and the 

other six; both have flush lower panels. 

This is one of the family of houses in this terrace with some detailed differences but part of a 

similar group and makes a strong positive contribution to the conservation area. 

9 Orchard Street 

This is similar to No 8 but here thee property is an end terrace and with a central doorway 

with arched opening as at Nos 5,6 and 7 . Rather than one bay at ground level, it has two 

flanking the entrance door. The door and first floor window joinery is original, with one over 

one sashes and a four panelled door with flush bottomed panels. The bays have plastic case-

ments. The side elevation is in red brick. 

The street facing brickwork has been cleaned and this rather means it stands out from the 

rest of the terrace, which somewhat reduces the homogeneity of the group and the plastic 

windows detract but, despite that, it still is part of a group which makes a strong positive 

contribution to the conservation area.  

 



Ashfield Villas, 11-12 Orchard Street 

A pair of later 19th C houses in two storeys with cellars and, at No11, an attic extension. The pair are 

attached to a late 20th C house as part of a terrace.  The modern property is idiosyncratically de-

signed and does not make any positive contribution to the conservation area but rather detracts 

from this short terrace.  

Nos 11-12 are a symmetrical pair of red brick houses with white brick dressings, particularly in the 

way of regular pilasters which break forward of the main wall line, and a decorative band at first 

floor level. The double pitched roofs are slated with the stacks apparently removed, which is unfor-

tunate. Each has a double storey height bay on the street elevation which has rendered aprons at 

both ground and first floor levels. Otherwise, there are single windows at first floor above the 

ground floor entrance doors; these openings all have stone lintols. The doorways share a continuous 

lintol above which is the carved stone name plaque. The doors are both modern but the windows to 

No 12 are original one over one sashes while No 11 has been refitted with casements. There is a 

modern detracting dormer with inappropriate wooden boarded sides and a plastic casement win-

dow. The flank elevation is a symphony of polychromatic brickwork with diaper patterns in three col-

ours of brick, so emblematic of the period of their construction. In the elevation are three windows: 

the two sashes at ground floor being original and the attic level casement being a modern alteration. 

The basements areas both have modern glazed roofs over. 

Plastic rainwater goods to No 11 and modern metal rainwater goods to No 12. 

In common with other houses in the street, they are set back with small front gardens with a new 

brick boundary wall to the south and dwarf wall with railings to the north.  

This pair of houses, despite detracting elements, are still an important element in the street and make 

a positive contribution to the conservation area. 

13 and 14 Orchard Street 

This is a pair of late 19th C terraced semi-detached houses with, to the north, two extensions to No 

13. The matching pair of houses are in two storeys of red/brindle brickwork with stone dressings in 

the form of quoins, door and window surrounds and plat ban at first floor level. There is a slated 

double pitched roof with a very tall brick and stone stack. At first floor each has a single window with 

two over two sashes, while at ground level there is an arched door opening and projecting wooden 

bay. The sashes in the bays have no glazing bars. All windows appear original as do the doors. 

To the north of No13 are two extensions. The first of these may be contemporary with the principal 

building and is a single bay in similar materials to the fabric to the south, albeit the single ground 

floor window has a stone lintol but no stone dressing such as the first floor does, and as such match-

es the designs to the south. Here the first floor window is plastic and rather detracts while the 

ground floor sashes are original. There is a multiplicity of service meter boxes for some reason and 

these plastic elements also detract. Further north is the other extension - a two storey slate hipped 

roofed structure, presumably a little later than the residential accommodation to the south and 

which was clearly built as a shop. It is in red brick with stone lintols and a large ground floor shop 

window, with glazing bars. The first floor has a pair of windows, which are now plastic casements 

while the ground floor shop window and half glazed entrance door joinery appear original. 

Plastic rainwater goods throughout. 

In common with other houses in the street, this small group is set back from the street with small 

front gardens, except at the northern extension, where the frontage is asphalted. Presumably there 

never was a garden in front of the shop premises.. The original flint and brick wall survives to No14 

(no railings) but the boundary wall to No 13 is rebuilt in red bricks. 

To the rear, wooden gates open off Church Row into a rear yard. Here and on the north facing eleva-

tion the extension has red brick work while the remainder is stucco finished The fenestration on this 

facade is more randomly disposed than on the street elevation. This part of the buildings has a 

charming irregularity which rather contrasts with the more formal street frontages, although more 

carefully arranged bin storage would  be an enhancement. The end elevation of No 13 has the legend 

‘Plumber Glazier and House Decorator’ ,which gives a clue to the early use of the shop premises. 

An interesting group which, despite some detractions (mainly the plastic windows), still make a posi-

tive contribution to the conservation area. 



15 to 17 and 18 to 22 Orchard Street 

This is two terraces of similar mid to late 19th C houses. They are in two separate groups 

but their individual designs are identical. They have two storeys of white brickwork with 

double pitched slated roofs with brick stacks and bracketed eaves. Each has two bays of 

fenestration, which are separated by brick piers which project forwards, with stone lin-

tols, and at ground level the entrance doors and hexagonal projecting bays. Windows are 

two over two sashes and they all appear to be original. The doors are panelled with flush 

and bolection mouldings and, again, appear original, although some have had glass pan-

els inserted. 

Plastic rainwater goods. 

No 19 has been painted which rather disturbs the homogeneity of the group and de-

tracts. 

In common with the other houses in the street, these properties are set back behind 

small gardens. Most have modern railings and dwarf walls.  Nos 18, 21 and 22 just have 

wall.  There is a charm in the diversity of materials and the landscaping and but what is 

material is that the boundaries are all well-defined. 

This is a very handsome group and it makes a strong positive contribution to the conser-

vation area.  


