
Northgate Street 

Another of the significant medieval routes which almost certainly 

predated the creation of the Abbey of St Edmund and the Nor-

man laying out of the town in its surviving position to the west. 

This was a route which, until the construction of the Abbey 

Church, would have linked, via St Mary’s Square, to Southgate 

Street to the south, but was diverted around the Abbey precinct 

in the 13th C. The Northgate itself was sited at the extreme north 

end of the street, and its location is now commemorated with the 

20th C roundabout constructed as part of road improvements 

carried out following the opening of the town bypass (now A14) 

in !973. It has always been an important street since time imme-

morial. 

However, it seems it was not built up in the way that its counter-

part to the south was and still remains a much looser developed 

street with the only continuous developments being Victorian 

terraced houses built from the mid-19th C rather as infill between 

earlier properties. The most significant buildings in the street are: 

at its southmost end No 7, a handsome medieval house; 

Northgate House, ostensibly a Georgian House but with a medie-

val core; the 17th C former Grammar School; and the large 18th 

and early 19th C houses.  

This must, during the 18th C, have been one of the most prestig-

ious streets in the town with very large and grand houses on large 

plots stretching back to Cotton Lane to the east and Garland 

Street to the west. Even during the 19th C , large houses were still 

being built, especially on the western side of the street. The large 

plots have been split and sold off even up until the post WWII era 

resulting in a small trading estate (Northgate Street Business 

Park) on land to the rear of what is now known as ‘Regent House’ 

half way along the length of the street, and a residential home 

(‘North Court’) set back from the street with a large garden front-

age.  These developments rather break up and detract from the 

more regular pattern of traditional buildings and their relation-

ship with the street which appears mainly as 19th C large residen-

tial or formerly residential properties set back on the west side of 

the street or, more commonly, large individual 18th C houses and 

19th terraces built up to the pavement edge mainly on the east 

side of the street 

Northgate Street has always been a busy thoroughfare and this 

has not changed with the passing centuries. It remains a very 

busy road with heavy traffic that rather detracts from its histori-

cal nature and architectural quality - there are some very fine 

Georgian houses in the street. The road is finished in asphalt and 

pavings are concrete in a mixture of types with bricks, pamment 

style and flags. Street lighting is modern and highways quality but 

smart enough, and it is a curious but folksy anachronism to still 

see telegraph poles and cables in such a busy location in the 

21stC. 



4 Northgate Street- Former SK Clinic 

Known as ‘Victory Chapel’ in the 20th C and previously, in the 19th C, a Congregational 

Church and in the early 20th C a Primitive Methodist Chapel, this is an Italian Rom-

anesque style revival building apparently put into its current appearance with a re-

modelling of 1866. It was, in more recent times, converted for commercial use. 

It is a building redolent of the mid-19th C ‘Battle of the Styles’ ,when the twin 

factions of neo-Gothic and neo-Classical were both promoted here in a sort of the 

former. It has a street (East) elevation which is in white bricks with stone dressings 

and a stone balustraded gable. To the south is a small campanile with polychromatic 

brick open arcading and a lead roof.  The elevation is effectively two storeys, the 

chapel presumably having an internal first floor gallery originally, as is reflected in a 

deep stone band. At first floor level there is tripartite arcading with paired windows 

while on the ground floor are paired casements flanking the entrance doors which 

have an elaborate portico in brick supported on columns with fanciful capitals. There 

is another door to the south of the, otherwise, symmetrical arrangement of doors 

and windows. All the window and door joinery appears original and the main en-

trance doors are half glazed with panels in the Gothic style. Original stone steps to 

each doorway. 

The flanking north elevation betrays that there was an adjoining building until the 

widening of Looms Lane, in the 1960s, Here the wall is finished in stucco render and 

to the rear are remnants of historical masonry which survived as the random re-

mains of the buildings previously on the site. The area is bounded by a low brick wall 

and is used a car park. 

The street elevation is a very important and interesting element in the conservation 

area a to which it makes a strong contribution. The side and rear parts of the building 

and the car park are rather detracting. 

17b Northgate Street 

While not really visible from the street, apparently, this is a modern single storey 

white brick house with some period affectations. Off the street it has an historic flint 

boundary wall through which are two openings which lead to its accommodation, 

both of which are modern. It has a garage courtyard entrance to the south, with no 

doors which means the sense of enclosure of the street is lost here, and to the north 

a small pedestrian entrance which at least has a modern wrought steel gate. 

The historic wall is a very important element in the conservation area and it seems 

surprising that new openings which are detracting to the conservation area were 

allowed to be formed in it. The modern house makes no contribution to the conser-

vation area. 

 

 

 



14-15 and 16-17 Northgate Street 

These are two pairs of very large houses on separate plots they are similar designs but handed. 

The southern house is now used as an hotel (now ‘the Northgate’ but previously ‘Ounce 

House’) while the northern is apparently still in single household occupation. 

These are large houses from the mid-late 19th C and in an eclectic style which is reminiscent of 

William Butterfield with architectural references from northern Europe but a sort of neo-

Gothic style. They have three storeys of accommodation, in red bricks with some polychro-

matic brickwork dressings/banding, with the upper storey effectively being attics and set with-

in the roofs and the heavily barge-boarded gable and large dormers which articulate the roofs 

that are covered in original slates at No 16-17 while No 14-15 has modern grey concrete pan-

tiles. The red brick chimney stacks to the latter are reduced in number and size, while those to 

the northern twin are intact. Fenestration is paired sashes to the second floors; a symmetrical 

arrangement of sashes on the first floors with pairs to the sides and a single window to the 

centre of the elevation; and a ground level a central entrance door flanked by a pair of sashes 

on one side and a hexagonal bay the other, these have three sash windows. The entrance door 

to No 14-15 is set back within the arched brick opening and appears while that to the northern 

house is set flush with the brickwork- presumably a later alteration. All of the joinery appears 

original. 

The flanking elevations to both houses are not so visible from the street but that to no 16 

seems to be the most intact original design. Effectively split into three bays with a central bay 

which is crowned with a French campanile tower arrangement with a steep slated roof with an 

iron balustraded cresting- presumably a water tank tower- with three floors of accommodation 

below. To the east is a barge boarded, gabled bay with an attic floor and paired window open-

ings at each floor, the first floor being blind. To the rear is a two-storey bay again with paired 

sashes. There are also lower ground floors/basements, which are not visible from the street 

but seem to reflect the fenestration patterns above. All the joinery here appears original. 

The north elevation to No 14-15 appears similar to No 16-17 but here the blind openings have 

sashes instead - presumably these were installed as part of the conversion to an hotel but they 

do match the remaining original joinery. Alas the central bay has no tower feature - presuma-

bly a regrettable rationalisation in the same manner as the removal of the chimney stacks. 

No 14-15 has, to its south a red brick crenelated single storey extension with further exten-

sions in red brick with white brick dressings in two storeys above and includes a folksy wooden 

framed element o the first floor flush with the front face of the main building and the crenela-

tions of the extension - all of these elements are recent and quite discretely located and only 

the crenulated building (which appears to be a service space as it has only a door and a louvred 

grill as openings) is truly obvious. There is also a small, plain red brick single storey flat roofed 

extension to the north which appears to be a plant room.  

No 16-17 also has an extension to its north side which appears to be original construction at 

first floor level with a gabled dormer and French casements matching the style of the main 

building, while below this is a somewhat crude modern interpretation of the original building 

with paired sashes and some attempt at polychromatic brickwork. Below the ground floor is a 

garage opening with modern doors - this is all recent construction. There is also a modern ex-

tension to the south, this takes the form of a single storey orangery with a slated roof and 

framed multi-pane glazing and is, presumably the entrance to No 16. 

The houses are set back from the street behind original brick boundary walls with handsome 

original wrought iron railings in a sort of Arts and Crafts style. Smart piers but the wrought iron 

gates which would have completed the enclosures are long since removed. It is a pity the 

frontages are so asphalted but there is nascent landscaping at Nos 14-15 and a mature tree to 

the north. 

This is a very handsome group of buildings of an interesting and unusual style and they truly 

reflect a particular moment in English architecture. They make a very strong positive contribu-

tion to the conservation area. The later alterations and extensions to the properties are neutral 

in the conservation area. 



19-20 Northgate Street 

This is a part of a small symmetrically disposed group of mid/late 19th C Italianate hous-

es, with this pair of ‘semis ‘ and Nos 22-23 being identical and No 21 a single detached 

house. 

Nos 19-20 are a pair of three storey, plus basement, semi-detached houses in white 

bricks with stucco composition dressings in the way of door and window cases, cornices 

and plat bands.  

The hipped slated roofs have deep bracketed eaves and brick stacks. The arrangement 

of openings is the same on each floor with a single opening to the centre of the block 

with sashes at first and second floors and the entrance doors at ground floor. Whilst 

the openings are in line vertically, the fenestration varies at each floor level: on the 

second floor are a pair of sashes and a single sash; a tripartite arrangement of sashes 

with a further single sash on the first floor; and a hexagonal bay with sashes on the 

ground floor which extends down to the basement. The bay is adjoined by the recessed 

front entrance door. There is a plat band at first floor level. The basements have a front 

area and are stucco rendered.  

The houses are set back behind handsome original cast iron railings and there are stone 

steps to the entrance doors with flanking stucco rendered parapets. All the door and 

window joinery appears original.  

The flanking elevations are in red brick. 

These are handsome houses which help tell the story of the street’s development after 

the 18th C when it became much more built up from about 1860. They are important 

elements in the conservation area and make a strong positive contribution to it. 

21 Northgate Street, Hexham House 

Part of the group of houses developed in the mid/late 19th C but, unlike its contempo-

rary neighbours, it is just two storeys of white brickwork and comprising a single de-

tached residence. Clearly by the same builder as the flanking buildings, it shares their 

architectural detail and materials with a simple double pitched slated roof and chimney 

stacks but here with modern rooflights, 

The entrance door and windows have the same details as their neighbours with tripar-

tite fenestration, and a single sash to the centre on the first floor while the entrance 

door is flanked by bays on the ground floor. It also has a plat band at first floor level. 

Again all original joinery too and also smart iron planting trough retainers on the 

ground floor window cills.  

The front garden, behind which the house is set has, alas, been finished in concrete and 

the boundary railings removed which rather detracts, as does the satellite TV dish and 

the crude modern railing to the entrance steps but otherwise, like its neighbours, it 

helps tell the story of development of the street and makes a strong positive contribu-

tion to the conservation area. 

22-23 Northgate Street 

The final part of the small group of houses from the mid/ate 19th C and in design and in 

terms of provenance of the fabric this matches the houses at Nos 19 and 20 (see 

above). 

While again the building makes a strong positive contribution to the conservation area 

due to its quality and as a reminder of how the street developed, the plethora of 

satellite TV dishes (there are at least 5 and assorted aerials) is a serious detraction. 

 



24 Northgate Street 

A small infill house of the mid/late 19th C which presumably was built almost contempo-

raneously with those to the south but certainly after its neighbours to the north, to 

which it is attached. Notwithstanding the attachment to the north, this house is set back 

from the pavement in the same way as those to the south. 

The building is in two storeys of white bricks with painted stone (?) lintols to openings 

and the doorcase. It has a double pitched roof with a slated finish with tall brick stacks. 

It has two sash windows on the first floor and the entrance door and a hexagonal bay 

with sashes on the ground floor. All appear to have original joinery.  

There is a brick boundary wall to the front with a modern wrought steel gate. 

This is a simple but handsome house which makes a modest positive contribution to the 

conservation area. 

29-34 Northgate Street 

This is a simple but handsome terrace of cottages from the mid-19th C in two storeys of 

white bricks with a double pitched roof with modern interlocking concrete tiles and tall 

brick stacks. 

Each house has a single window on each floor and an entrance door at ground level, all 

with painted stone lintols. Original multi pane sash windows survive except at No 30 

where they have been replaced with plastic. The entrance doors all seem to have been 

replaced in a miscellany of styles.  

The brickwork to No 30 has been cleaned and at No 31 has been painted. This has ra-

ther spoilt the homogeneity of the group. 

Plastic rainwater goods. 

The terrace is set back from the pavement with small front gardens with a dwarf brick 

boundary wall which is topped by a confection of different types of fencing which is a 

minor detraction in the street scene. 

This terrace of cottages reflects the development of dwellings for working class people 

in the mid-19th C and is a one of a number of similar handsome terraces of cottages built 

during that period in Northgate Street. It makes a positive contribution to the conserva-

tion area but the plastic windows, in particular, detract as do the modern roof tiles.  

35-36 Northgate Street 

This is a pair of large houses apparently built contemporaneously with the terrace to the 

south, with which it shares architectural details. 

In three storeys of white brick with basement accommodation too. These are large 

houses. They have double pitched roofs with slated (?) finish, and tall brick stacks. There 

are pairs of sash windows at second floor level while below this are hexagonal bays with 

a single window at first floor and a door at ground level. The basement seems just to 

have the bay. The windows are multi-pane sashes except to the bays where the sashes 

have no glazing bars - a curious arrangement which appears to be a later 19th C affecta-

tion. All the openings have painted stone lintols and the bays have an original cast iron 

railing to their parapets. 

The entrance doors appear to be modern. Plastic rainwater goods. 

The houses are set back from the pavement with a dwarf brick wall and original cast 

iron railings. 

Another of the Victorian developments which help tell the story of the street and a 

handsome pair of houses which make a positive contribution to the conservation area 

although the one satellite TV dish detracts. 



37 Northgate Street 

This appears to be an 18th C painted brick two storey cottage which since the mid-19th C 

has been part of a terrace with the houses to the north. It has a slated double pitched roof 

with a red brick stack.  

Fenestration is with two flush and architraved sash windows, with two over two sashes, 

on the first floor, and a single similar one on the ground floor. The sashes are presumably 

a later 19th C alteration. The entrance door, which is modern, is in an unadorned opening. 

Plastic rainwater goods 

It is set back from the pavement and what had been a front garden is now, alas, a paved 

area with no boundary treatment. This rather detracts from the conservation area. 

This is a rather unusual house in the street being one of the earliest cottages, so it is of 

interest, and it makes a modest positive contribution to the conservation area. 

38-40 Northgate Street 

Another mid-19th C terrace of cottages of two storeys of white brickwork to the street ele-

vation - the flank elevation to Cadney Lane is in red brick, as is the chimney stack on that 

elevation. The roof is double pitched with a slate finish and brick stacks. 

Each cottage has a single window on each floor and a door at ground floor level. The 

ground floor window to No 39 has obviously been widened at some time. All of the open-

ings have stone lintols. The fenestration to No 40 is original with multi-pane sashes with 

rather handsome reeded detail on the sash boxes; that to No 38 is later 19th C sashes on 

the ground floor and a modern casement on the first. No 39 has all modern casements. All 

the entrance doors are modern. 

Each has a basement level with a window onto a small area which is within the pavement 

and guarded by gratings. 

It’s a pity these are so altered as they are early examples of 19th C cottages in the street, 

but they still make a modest positive contribution to the conservation area. 

80-82 Northgate Street 

This is a terrace of three mid/late 19th C cottages with some architectural affectations. 

While being simple two storey cottages in white brickwork, they have red brick banding 

and stone lintols. The roof is double pitched and slated with brick stacks with decorative 

red brick banding - one modern roof light. 

The single first floor windows have arched openings while the ground floor have simple 

rectangular openings for a single large window and the entrance doors. Nos 81 and 82 

have original two over two sashes to the first floor and tripartite sashes to the ground (the 

central of which is also two over two). All the windows in No 80 are replaced in plastic. 

The entrance doors all appear modern replacements. 

Plastic rainwater goods. 

The flank elevation is blind but has similar brickwork to the street frontage. 

The rear has a red brick walled garden while the houses have original extensions in the 

form of closet wings, all of which are stucco rendered. While No 80 again has plastic win-

dows to the main house and to the closet wing in No 81, fenestration is otherwise with 

modern joinery. 

While the main street elevation of the houses, and the flanking return have some historic 

and architectural interest and make some positive contribution to the conservation area, 

the rear elements, including the closet wings, are of limited interest. The modern altera-

tions, in the form of the plastic windows and satellite TV dishes detract. 



83-86 Northgate Street 

Another of the terraces of workers cottages which were developed in the mid/late 19th C. 

Typically in two storeys of white brickwork with double pitched slated roofs with brick 

stacks. Each cottage has two openings at each floor, one on the first floor being blind in 

each case, and one on the ground floor being the entrance doors. All opening have a stone 

lintol. Where they survive the original windows were all two over two sashes. All of the en-

trance doors are modern. Nos 83 and 85 have plastic windows which detract. 

The flank elevation to the north in Cotton Row matches the street elevation. The rear eleva-

tion is also in white brickwork and it appears here that Nos 83 and 85 again have plastic 

windows. 

These cottages are simple but retain charm and were probably always the simplest and 

least expensive houses in the street. The loss of some details, especially the loss of window 

joinery, spoils the homogeneity of the group. Notwithstanding that they make a modest 

contribution to the conservation area on their street elevations despite the modern changes 

detracting. 

91 Northgate Street 

Built in 1873 for the Culford School which was founded as the East Anglian School for Boys. 

It was one of a group of Methodist schools established in response to the growth of the 

middle class which fueled an expansion of secondary education in general and of non-

conformist boarding schools in particular. It moved from here in 1886. The building is now 

in residential use having been converted to flats in the late 20th C. 

Another of the developments from the mid/late 19th C, this has two storeys of red brick with 

a basement and an attic, part of the latter being accommodated with a tall gable to the 

north of the street elevation and otherwise on the flank, south facing elevation. Stylistically 

it is in a sort of watered-down version of Norman Shaw’s neo-vernacular, so influential fol-

lowing the building of Bedford Park in the later 19th C. 

The red brick is relieved with white brick banding. There are shallow gauged brick arches to 

the openings and deep wooden barge boards. The main entrance doors are up a short flight 

of stone steps putting the ground floor above the pavement allowing the tops of the base-

ment windows to just emerge above the general ground level. To the north and set back is a 

two-storey wing which is somewhat smaller in scale and which has entrance doors to what 

presumably would originally have been service accommodation - the first floor of this ap-

pears to have been built as an extension in the late 20th C with windows which are an in-

competent reflection of the original designs. There is another entrance to the north eleva-

tion accessed by steps with modern concrete pavings as a finish. 

The street elevation has three bays of fenestration, with an additional two bays to the north 

extension. The gable has a single window and the main entrance door is centred on the 

elevation with the doors set back within a recess. The north return elevation has two bays 

with one blind window at first floor and a doorway at ground level. The south elevation has 

four bays of fenestration, unequally flanking a chimney stack with a single blind window at 

ground floor level. To the rear is a large two storey extension from the late 20th C. The doors 

all appear to be modern replacements. Original windows are sashes and generally six over 

six in pattern, but for some reason the modern ones are nine over nine sashes. The base-

ment areas in front of the windows all seem to have original iron grilles.  

The roofs are all finished in clay tiles and there are modern roof lights to the south and west 

facing slopes. Modern metal rainwater goods. 

The building rather sits within a sea of asphalt as a car park, which both disturbs the street 

line and rather compromises both the setting of this building but also ‘Goldsmith’s House’ ,

the listed early medieval building to its immediate north. 

The building is important in the history of the street and the development of education in 

the town and architecturally it is interesting as a provincial version of a significant move-

ment in English architecture towards the end of the 19th C. Therefore, the building is im-

portant in the conservation area and it makes a strong positive contribution to it. The mod-

ern changes are neutral and the lack of enclosure of the asphalted areas detracts. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/East_Anglia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Methodist_Church_of_Great_Britain


92 Northgate Street, Johnson’s Buildings 

This was built by Francis Clarke in 1836, apparently to replace ‘charity properties’ and in recent 

times it has been converted to commercial use. It is only its north and west elevations which 

are clearly visible from the public realm.  

The buildings seem to have been built as two cottages, but has the form of a service building 

such as a stable. It is in two storeys with a ground level flintwork element which is clearly incor-

porated structure which would have started life as a garden wall, much as many others in the 

area did (see Cotton Lane). Above the flint work is red brick forming an upper storey. The south 

facing elevation is entirely brick with four windows at first floor and four corresponding win-

dows at ground floor and two doors centrally disposed. There is obvious rebuilding at ground 

floor level. The fenestration is with modern casements The roof is slated and there is a large 

chimney stack.  

Stone commemorative plaque on the street elevation and handsome enameled name sign. 

The building is accessed from the street through a tall red brick wall with large modern wooden 

gates. 

This is another building which helps the understanding of the history of the street and how it has 

evolved from 18th C onwards. It is architecturally of interest and the incorporation of earlier 

structures makes it significant. Overall, the building is important in the understanding of the evo-

lution of the conservation area to which it makes a significant positive contribution. 

92-95 Northgate Street 

A symmetrical terrace of four late 19th C houses in two storeys of red brick with moulded and 

decorative terracotta/brickwork banding and arched carved stone lintols to the entrance doors. 

There are also basements with a small areas which all seem to have been enclosed with glazed 

panels. The double pitched roof is finished with slates with red brick stacks. 

The flank return elevation to Mark Jennings Lane is blind and in red brick too. To the rear are 

closet wings, also in red brick. 

Each house has two first floor windows with stone lintols enriched with mouldings and carvings 

and an hexagonal bay and an entrance door set back. Original windows are two over two sashes 

generally and the half-glazed entrance doors, also original, all seem to survive too. 

The terrace is set back from the pavement with a small garden with a red brick boundary wall. 

These are handsome houses which on their Northgate Street elevation make a positive contribu-

tion to the conservation area.  

96 Northgate Street, Long Row 

A small development of Almshouses built for the Guildhall Feoffment Trust in 1912 to a design 

which is attributed by Pevsner (‘The Buildings of England - Suffolk: West’ 2015 revised edition) 

to Sydney Naish. Single storey of red brickwork with a clay tiled double pitched roof with brick 

stacks. There are two blocks, the one to the street which has a passageway through to a long 

terrace perpendicular to it to the rear. The latter is not really visible from the street but is simi-

lar in style to the street facing block. This has a sort of Dutch style inspiration with a Rom-

anesque arched opening to the passage with a flint faced gable over. Otherwise the buildings are 

very simple with multi-pane windows and doors all of which seem, rather surprisingly, to have 

been replaced with detracting plastic in recent years. 

The flank and rear elevations are finished in stucco render and are all blind. 

The buildings are set back from the street with a small front garden with an uncoursed flint 

dwarf wall with what appears to be a post war replacement steel railed fence and decorative 

gate. 

That these buildings have had their joinery all replaced means their contribution to the conser-

vation area is severely compromised. It might now be considered to be at best marginally posi-

tive, and mainly for historical reasons. 



97 - 105 Northgate Street 

This is a handsome terrace of workers cottages apparently from about 1830 and arguably the best 

of its type in the street, having affectations of the late Georgian, but alas rather compromised by 

modern alterations and especially the ubiquitous replacement plastic windows. In Westgate Street 

there are similar cottages that are statutorily protected but those here are not listed. 

The houses have two openings on each of their two storeys of white brickwork all with gauged brick 

arches. One opening is generally blind on the first floor although this original arrangement has been 

altered at Nos 98 and 102 where an extra window has been installed in what had been a blind open-

ing.  On the ground floor the entrance door lintol is idiosyncratically elliptical, and some original fan 

lights survive with ‘gothic’ arched glazing bars. Original doors seem to survive only at No 103. Only 

No 100 and No 103 have their original six over six sashes. Others are mainly plastic but there are 

Victorian sashes at No 97 and modern six over six sashes (with horns) at No 102. At first floor level 

there is a stone plat band.  

The hipped double pitched roof has a slated finish. Iron rainwater goods. The flanking elevation to 

Reed’s Buildings is stucco rendered. 

The cottages have cellars and their areas are within the pavement and so are generally guarded by 

glass panels or more traditional iron grilles.  

While the brickwork is generally uncleaned, the front facade of Nos 98 and 102 have been cleaned 

and this rather disturbs the homogeneity of the terrace.  

This could be a very handsome terrace which could make a major contribution to the conservation 

area. The modern changes to the joinery in particular heavily compromise the architectural signifi-

cance of the group but, notwithstanding that, it still makes a positive contribution to the conserva-

tion area. 

106 Northgate Street 

A building of the late 19th C and influenced by Norman Shaw and the Arts and Crafts Movement and 

presumably built as a one-off house on a long thin corner site. To the street elevation, the house has 

two storeys in red brick and an attic set within a gabled roof which is finished in hung fish scaled 

tiles with a projecting barge board. At ground floor, the fenestration is with tripartite multi pane 

casements and this is style of window is reflected in a smaller scale in the attic window. The first 

floor has a folksy projecting hexagonal bay. All the window joinery appears original or good later 

replicas. The entrance door, which shares a gauged brick lintol detail with the window opening adja-

cent, also could be original. There is a brick band at first floor level. 

The elevation to Reed’s Buildings is in flint with red brick dressings and here the tiled roof slope is 

just about visible.  

The rear elevation is also in flint and brick with something of a miscellany of windows which rather 

adds to its charm. There is also a ground level extension which appears modern. Handsome brick and 

flint boundary wall to Reed’s Buildings. 

A building with character which doesn’t exactly fit in in a contextual manner, but which is of enough 

quality in itself to make a positive contribution to the conservation area. 

The Malda, 107 Northgate Street 

A handsome mid-19th C detached house with a symmetrical two storey façade to the street, finished 

in stucco. The hipped roof is slated and has one stucco finished stack and another in white brick. The 

street elevation has paired tripartite sash windows at first and ground floors, with a central sash at 

first floor over the entrance door which is set in a moulded stucco case with enriched key stone and 

spandrel panels. To the extreme flanks of the street elevation are relief moulded pilasters. The win-

dows are all original sashes and with single panes and the half-glazed door is original too. 

Plastic rainwater goods. 

The south elevation has a stucco finish too with a single modern casement at ground level. 

This is a smart historic building which makes a strong positive contribution to the conservation area. 



The Clock House, 109 Northgate Street 

This is an early 19th C building which is occupied as a private house. 

It is in two storeys of white bricks with a stone plat band at first floor level and a deep stuc-

coed parapet which, presumably, at one time was fitted with a cornice. The facade is unusual 

in that it has seven bays and these break forward alternately. The five bays to the south are 

symmetrical, while there are a further two bays to the north. The whole elevation is flanked 

by a pair of pilasters which rather unnecessarily book end the composition. The two odd bays 

to the north have a pair of windows between them at first floor while the ground floor has a 

large gateway, with original wooden gates, and what would have been another window 

opening that has now been infilled with brickwork. Each of the other bays has a single win-

dow at first floor and ground floor, except the central bay which has an original panelled 

door in a smart case.  All openings have gauged brick lintols.  

The roof is hidden behind the parapet, but a brick stack is visible - the (modern) stucco ren-

dered north elevation has a gable which demonstrates that the roof to this street fronting 

range is double pitched, but the finish is not visible. A large rear extension is also visible, this 

is weather boarded with a slated roof. Windows are later replacement eight over eight sash-

es to the first floor and two over two sashes to the ground floor. On the first floor is mounted 

the rather smart eponymous painted clock in black, blue and gilt and this is believed to have 

been installed towards the end of the 20th C. 

Iron rainwater goods. 

This always was a quality building and in some ways it is a surprise that it is not statutorily 

protected. Notwithstanding the later alterations it makes a very strong positive contribution 

to the conservation area and would benefit from further research to establish its origins and 

history. 

1 Northgate Street Business Park, Bury St Edmunds Chiropractic Clinic 

A single storey building dating from the late 19th C   or early 20th C   presumably built as ac-

commodation related to the previous use of the Business Park site and ‘Regent House’ for 

educational purposes - further investigation would be needed to verify this. The building 

mainly fronts onto the driveway into the Northgate Street Business Park where the clay 

tiled roof is very prominent. The elevation facing Northgate Street itself has a parapeted 

gable which contains a tripartite window with multi-pane sashes, gauged brick lintols and 

brick piers. 

The south facing elevation as two door openings and three windows, sort of symmetrically 

disposed although the eastern flanking door is wider than that to the west flank. The latter 

may have been an alteration as there has been a lot of rebuilding of the brickwork. 

Iron rainwater goods. There is a modern access ramp with steel railings and brick panels 

which could be a lot worse. Rather cute modern weathervane on the roof. 

A modest building which makes a minor contribution to the conservation area although its 

history may be of interest. 

Northgate Street Business Park 

This area of land is included within the conservation area but it comprises mainly a very large 

carpark with modern pavilion office buildings in a sort of pastiche Queen Anne style. While 

these make no contribution to the conservation area, the historic flint and brick walls which 

surround the Business Park do - these are important historic reminders of the early develop-

ment of the street and are characteristic of the locality. The Business Park was developed on 

land that was the curtilage of ‘Regent House’ - this was built as a dwelling but is recorded as 

being the West Suffolk County School in 1907. This use continued until 1964 when the school 

moved to a new site in Beetons Way. It then became an annex to West Suffolk College until 

1988. The Business Park dates from this cessation of the educational use. 



110 Northgate Street 

While ‘Regent House’, the main 18th C building at this address, is listed, the later 

19th C or early 20th C extensions to the south are not. These two buildings are orien-

tated perpendicular to the street with double pitched roofs forming a pair of gables 

on the street front - the northern gable has a parapet and the southern is half 

hipped. They are both single storey red brick buildings and seem to have been built 

at a time when the building at No 110 was in use as a school.  

The northern building has a symmetrical elevation, with a central terracotta section 

with a tripartite Diocletian window above the entrance door with flanking windows. 

Above the ground floor openings is a frieze, supported on squat columns with the 

legend ‘County School’ ,announcing its original function. There are, in addition, a 

pair of windows flanking this central arrangement. All of the multipane windows 

and the door joinery are original. The flanking windows have gauged brick lintols. 

This building is probably that described by Pevsner (‘The Buildings of England - 

Suffolk: West’ 2015 revised edition) as being ‘extension (assembly hall) to rear of No 

110 by A. A. Hunt 1909 with entrance and arched window in oxblood red tiles.’ 

The southern building also has a symmetrical elevation to the street and includes 

attic accommodation. The largest majority of the ground floor is the remains of 

what appears to be a 16th C brick and flint wall with a mixture of Tudor and later 

bricks and also some ‘abbey stone’ .At ground level are two clerestory windows 

which appear above the historic wall while at first floor level are French casements 

with a balconette. Deep wooden bargeboard to the clay tiled roof. The south facing 

elevation also appears symmetrical but is not clearly visible from the public realm. It 

has a gabled dormer at attic level, with a modern roof light, and paired sash win-

dows at ground level either side of a modern entrance porch. The fenestration is all 

multipaned and apparently original. This building is associated with ‘Manson 

House’ (No 111) which provides residential accommodation for the elderly. It may 

always have been a service building to this property. 

The northern building is a strong design and, historically, is important as it identifies 

the location and use of the building for one of the early schools in the town and as 

such makes a strong positive contribution to the conservation area. Excepting the 

early walling which is a very important reminder of the earliest developments in 

Northgate Street and which makes a strong contribution to the conservation area, 

the southern building is less interesting, but still has some value and quality, making 

a modest contribution. 

Manson House, 111 Northgate Street  

While this 18th C mansion is listed, the curtilage buildings to it are not specifically 

designated but are within the conservation area which includes the entire grounds 

to what is now a Care Home. The grounds are not generally accessible, but along 

with other similar locations in the street, it seems to have been developed with 

modern pavilion buildings in recent years, none of which make any contribution to 

the conservation area, as far as can be seen from publicly accessible areas. What 

are important and what do make a strong positive contribution to the conservation 

area are the historic brick and flint walls which enclose the site.  

Pickwick Crescent 

There is a characterful footpath which cuts between Nos 112 and 113 Northgate 

Street, which leads to Cotton Lane via the fancifully named ‘Pickwick Crescent’ .

While Pickwick Crescent has modern residential developments which do not make 

any contribution to the conservation area, as happens elsewhere in other parts of 

the conservation area, the historic brick and flint walls to the public boundaries of 

the properties certainly do make a strong positive contribution. 



Thingoe House, 117 Northgate Street 

Built originally as a private dwelling, this two storey plus attic early 20th C building on 

Northgate Street is now part of a very sheltered housing/extra care complex for the elderly 

(‘Cross Penny Court’). By far the largest part of the accommodation to the current use is 

mainly secreted behind the Northgate Street block and is hardly noticeable except in Mustow 

Street to the south and east. The modern building has limited architectural interest, and per-

haps is best described as discrete. 

The original ‘Thingoe House’ which fronts Northgate Street is stylistically a Queen Anne de-

tached house with red English bond brickwork and clay tiled roof with modern lead clad dor-

mers, and two brick stacks. There are five bays of fenestration at first floor level, with a cen-

tral window flanked by pairs, and this arrangement is mirrored on the ground floor, with the 

double entrance doors to the centre. The latter have a large original canopy. The window 

openings have gauged brick lintols. The window joinery all appears modern. 

There is a later single storey hipped roof extension to north and a rather large set of modern 

steps and ramp to the front with brick flanking wall and moderns steel railing. The ramp/steps 

effectively fill the space between the front of the building and the more general building line in 

the street and is paved with concrete steps and bricks.  There are passageways to both the 

north and south of the building and these have modern steel gates. Stone commemorative 

plaque to the extension. 

The building became the administrative offices of Thingoe Rural District Council (TRDC) - hence 

the name of the property. Although the Council came into being as a result of the Local Gov-

ernment Act of 1894, it was not until the mid-20th C that TRDC acquired ‘Thingoe House’ for 

the administration of local government services. A large office extension in flat roofed form 

was added at the rear in the 1960s. TRDC existed until 1974 when it became part of St Ed-

mundsbury Borough Council and the building continued to be used as council offices until va-

cated by St Edmundsbury following the acquisition of the former Barber Green site and the 

transfer of some functions to Western Way. The ‘Thingoe House’ site was then used by the 

NHS prior to being developed for the private, assisted living use.  It has had a very intensive 

restoration during the works to convert it to form part of the assisted living complex - these 

conversion works included the demolition of the 1960s extension to the rear.  Effectively 

‘Thingoe House’ now appears to be a modern building in a period style, rather than a building 

with some age in an earlier period style. It still makes a positive contribution to the conserva-

tion area but less than it would have had it not been so ‘restored’. 

 


