
Cannon Street and Cannon Place 

This is an important and historical route from the town centre marketplace to the north 

end of Northgate Street. In the 18th C the street was called Short Brackland (part of the 

route from the marketplace to south of Well Street remains with this title) and the north 

eastern part was called Pease Porridge Green and is now called Cannon Place and part of 

Cannon Street.  

The modern street starts at the south at Well Street and continues, via Cannon Place, to 

Northgate Street in the north. It is characterful and while mainly domestic and two storey 

in nature and scale, it has events and highlights along its route, particularly Cannon Place 

where the street widens to a become an open triangular shaped asphalted public space 

(known as Pea Porridge Green) and where there is a public house and restaurant 

(formerly a bakery). The Green has long gone and car parking now dominates. While the 

street is regular and well built up at its southern end and typified with terraces on the 

pavement line or, where smarter, behind small front areas with garden walls. Towards 

Northgate Street the enclosure somewhat unravels and the space is less defined especial-

ly at the entrance to Petch Close (a modern development) and past Cadney Lane where 

the rear garden fences of the houses on Northgate Street are the only containment on 

the south side of the street.  

The building stock is of a wide variety of dates including what remains of a 13th C  Hall 

House at Nos 37, 38 and 39, and infill developments of only a few years age. However, its 

essential character is now late Victorian with a large number of terraces of what would 

have been cottages built for the burgeoning working class from the early/mid 19th C. Hav-

ing said that, many of the terraces have the types of dwellings which would have housed 

skilled workers or tradesfolk. There are others, especially from earlier in the century, 

which clearly were for the more humble households. Materials are typically white brick 

from the mid/late 19th C, red brick in the late 19th C and stucco render for the cottages 

which predate the Victorian era.  

A less welcome material which is very prevalent in the street is plastic in the form of 

UPVC employed in window and door joinery. This always detracts from the historical and 

architectural interest of an historic location and here is no exception. 

Asphalt road and footpath finishes with folksy telephone posts and overhead cables. 

Modern street light standards.  

Notwithstanding that, Cannon Street is a truly characterful street with plenty of architec-

tural and historic interest which rewards study.  

1 and 2 Cannon Street 

A handsome pair of two storey and a basement white brick faced mid/late 19th C houses 

with three bays of fenestration at first floor level but, rather curiously, the central win-

dow being blind on the party wall. At ground floor is a projecting hexagonal bay and the 

entrance doors. No 1 has original sash windows and entrance door joinery but No 2, un-

fortunately, has modern replacements with casements and a plastic door. Openings have 

painted stone lintols and cills. The south facing flank wall is stucco rendered and there are 

two brick stacks above a slated roof. Rainwater goods are plastic. The houses form a part 

of a terrace with those to the north, which appear to have been built subsequent to these 

two. The houses are set behind a small front garden and there is an area with a modern 

roof window lighting the basement to No 1 and a more conventional window onto a simi-

lar area to No 2. Stone steps to the front doors. The white brickwork boundary walls are 

now changed to No 1, which seems a pity. 

A handsome pair of house which, make a positive contribution to the conservation area, 

but the replacement windows and door to No 2 rather detract as do obvious satellite TV 

dishes. 



3, 4 and 5 Cannon Street 

This short terrace sits between similar terraces to the north and south.  It may have been built in 

two periods of construction in the mid/late 19th C. Generally speaking it is very similar in design to 

the houses at Nos 1 and 2 with two storeys of white brick, although here the houses have no blind 

windows and each individually has two bays of fenestration at first floor level. No 3 has a tripartite 

window at first floor level but the others have traditional sashes. At ground floor are hexagonal 

projecting bays with the entrance door openings. The street elevation has pilasters dividing the 

individual houses. There is all original sash window joinery to Nos 3 and 4. Only the door to No 5 

appears Victorian, but here the fenestration is disappointingly plastic. Slated roofs with tall stacks 

and plastic rainwater goods. No 3 has a rooflight, 

Again the houses are set behind a small front garden and there are areas to basements with either 

modern roof windows or traditional windows onto the open areas. Also the boundary walls are 

something of a confection, all being rebuilt to a greater or lesser extent. Stone steps to the entrance 

doors. 

Another handsome terrace which makes a positive contribution to the conservation area although 

the plastic windows detract as do obvious satellite TV dishes. 

6, 7 and 8 Cannon Street 

Another white brick two storey mid/late 19th C terrace sited between others to the north and south. 

These houses are very similar to Nos 4 and 5 to the north but here they have arched brick lintols to 

their entrance doorways with fanlights. They seem to have slightly lower storey heights than their 

neighbours to the south but otherwise they generally share their characteristics. All sash window 

joinery is original as is the door to No 8.  Unfortunately the brickwork to No 6 has been painted 

spoiling the homogeneity of the whole terrace on the west side of Cannon Street. 

Again the small front garden boundary walls are something of a confection, which is a pity. No 7 has 

modern railings and surely all the houses in the entire terrace would have had railings originally. 

Once more, another handsome terrace which makes a positive contribution to the conservation 

area although the obvious satellite TV dishes detract. 

9, 10 and 11 Cannon Street 

Yet another white brick, two storey mid/late 19th C terrace here with three houses sited between 

others to the north and south. These houses are very similar to Nos 1 and 2 to the north with Nos 9 

and 10 having a similar blind window on the party wall at first floor level. Here No 9 has a somewhat 

larger bay at ground floor level whilst No 11 repeats the design of No 10 exactly. These houses are 

rather more original in condition and all their window joinery (except the basement window to No 

9) and the doors to Nos 9 and 10 are historic fabric.  

Their front boundary garden walls are rebuilt but similar in materials and form. No 9 even has its 

original clay tiled pavement. No 11 has recent patent glazing over its basement area. 

Again, another handsome terrace which makes a positive contribution to the conservation area alt-

hough the obvious  satellite TV dishes detract. 

12 to 16 Cannon Street 

The final part of this mid/late 19th C white brick terrace and here with the affectation of a 

symmetrical design incorporating the five houses with a central pedimented house flanked by 

what are in effect pairs of houses. The latter pairs rather reflect the design of Nos 1 and 2 with a 

blind window at first floor. Otherwise the central house is a single house version of the remainder 

of the terrace. Original window joinery survives at Nos 12, 13 and 15 but no original doors survive 

and at No 14 there is a plastic door and windows and at No 16 aluminium framed ‘joinery’ .All of 

these are regrettable and detract from the conservation area. No 12 has a roof light. 

The front gardens have something of a confection of treatments . 

While this handsome terrace again is positive in the conservation area, this contribution is dimin-

ished by the modern plastic and aluminium joinery and the obvious satellite TV dishes.. 



17,18 and 19 Cannon Street 

A trio of handsome terraced houses in two storeys of white brickwork. This appears to be the 

earliest of the houses in this continuous group from No 1 in the south. Here the houses appear 

to be mid 19th C rather than those to the south which stylistically appear a bit later.  The north 

end elevation is in red bricks. While the terrace to the south has bay windows and otherwise 

simple detailing here there are painted stone doorcases as well as the lintols and cills in the 

same materials. There are blind windows at first floor level but with arched lintols. The houses 

have original mid 19th C sash windows, with no horns, and original panelled doors with bolec-

tion mouldings. Again there are slated roofs with iron rainwater goods and tall brick stacks. 

In common with the remainder of the terrace this group have basements with areas of glazing. 

Nos 17 and 18 both have a traditional basement level window to the area while No 19 has a 

glazed panel over the entire area. They also have small front gardens behind boundary dwarf 

walls. No17 still has its original cast iron railings, but a later dwarf red-brick wall. No 19 also has 

some elements of the original ironwork too. Each has its original tiled pavement from the street 

to the stone entrance steps.  

These are high quality early Victorian residential buildings which make a very significant contri-

bution to the conservation area. 

32 Cannon Street 

This is the east end of a listed contemporary terrace to the west. This group is collectively 

named Cannon Place with commemorative name plaques to the two gable ends in Cannon 

Street and Church Row. While the remainder of the terrace is listed, it is clear why No 32 is not 

as it has been so heavily remodelled in the later 20th C. While the two storey brickwork is largely 

common with the remainder of the terrace on the first floor, with flat gauged arches to the win-

dow openings, the ground floor is in contrast largely rebuilt with large modern windows and 

entrance door. possibly reflecting a previous retail use. Otherwise the slated roof and chimney 

stacks and first floor sash window joinery are all of a piece with the listed terrace. However, the 

ground floor treatment is clearly at odds. 

One feature of some age but not historic is the painted advertising sign which presumably dates 

to the inter-war years .This is characterful feature in the conservation area. The more modern 

advertising panels are less prepossessing. Another interesting and characterful feature is the 

commemorative plaque on the stucco rendered elevation to Church Row. 

If this building were ever to be restored to reflect its historic design matching the remainder of 

the terrace it would surely be listed as well. However, as it is, the property still is recognisable 

as part of the historic group and means it makes a positive contribution to the conservation 

area, even if the modern fenestration and advertising boards detract. 

42 to 45 Cannon Street 

A terrace of four cottages apparently from the mid/late 19th C in two storeys of red brickwork 

with slated roofs. Each house would originally have looked like No 42, which is entirely original 

excepting the entrance door, with a single multipane sash window at each floor below shallow 

arched brick lintols. The entrance doors have a semi-circular arched lintol and would have had a 

fan light. No 44 is the only other to retain the original idiosyncratic fenestration. No 43 has re-

placement wooden framed casements while No 45 has a modern bay at ground floor and a first 

floor casement, all made of plastic. The latter’s brickwork is painted and also has had its chim-

neystack removed while the others retain theirs. Plastic rainwater goods generally. 

The row is set back behind a small front garden area with paling fence at Nos 42 and 43 and 

stucco rendered or brick walls/piers at the others. 

This is a charming terrace which could make a stronger positive contribution to the conserva-

tion area. However the later changes (and TV dishes) detract from it and the homoge-

neity of the group.  



48-49 Cannon Street 

A pair of charming small cottages which presumably date from the late 18th or early 19th C. They are 

two storey faced in faux ashlar lined stucco and presumably wooden framed, with clay tiled roof and 

brick stack. Each has a window at both floors and the entrance door. 

No 48 has multipane sashes in architraved surrounds, which presumably is the original arrangement. 

The sashes may be original but certainly are of a late 18th/early 19th C  form. No 49  has modern plas-

tic replacement casements but with residual architraves. Both have modern door joinery. Iron rain-

water goods. 

These appear to be an early pair of cottages which would benefit from further research and certainly 

are important in the conservation area. Their contribution could be greater without the modern 

changes, particularly the plastic fenestration and the TV dishes. 

61 Cannon Street 

This is a characterful mid/late 19th C corner building in two storeys of (unfortunately painted) brick-

work with a clay tiled roof which is hipped at its north end and has lost its chimney stacks. This is a 

long and narrow building which on Cannon Street has five symmetrical plastic sash windows at first 

floor level, while at ground level there are a pair of similar (but wooden framed) windows at the 

south end and the domestic accommodation entrance door which is modern panelled joinery. The 

north end has a shop front which appears early 20th C but with modern alterations, including a plastic 

door on the canted end above which is a blind window. There is a similar shop front and blind first 

floor on the return elevation. Window and door openings have stone lintols. 

This building is marginally positive in the conservation area mainly because the original character has 

been compromised by later changes. 

2 Cadney Lane (see Cadney Lane) 

77 to 81 Cannon Street 

A row of terraced cottages from the mid/late 19th C  in two storeys of white brick with a slated roof 

and brick stacks. Each cottage has a single window at each floor and the entrance door with a fan-

light. All openings have shallow arched brick lintols. Original architraved  multipane sashes survive at 

Nos 79 and 80 but the others are all modern replacements in plastic. The original entrance door 

seems to survive only at No 81. 

This is a handsome terrace which makes an important contribution to the conservation area but this 

is rather compromised by plastic windows which detract. 

82 to 85 Cannon Street 

A handsome row of mid 19th C cottages in two storeys of white bricks with a shallow pitched pantiled 

roof. Again a terrace with each house having a single window to each floor and an entrance doorway. 

All openings have flat gauged arches. Nos 84 and 84 still have their original mulitpane architraved 

sash window joinery but all doors are modern replacements. There are plastic windows at Nos 81 and 

82. 

This is a charming early group which makes a strong positive contribution to the conservation area 

but this is again compromised by the replacement plastic fenestration. 

117 to 124 Cannon Street 

This is a very handsome mid 19th C terrace of cottages in two storeys of white brick, with slated roofs 

and brick stacks. The cottages are paired in their designs and each pair has a symmetrical arrange-

ment of single windows at each floor with entrance doorways at ground floor and, at the party walls 

are blind windows. Each pair of cottages has a central section of masonry that breaks forward. Gener-

ally speaking the fenestration is architraved sash two over two windows, and is original. Door joinery 

at Nos 117, 118, 121and 122 is modern replacement. All openings have stone lintols. Smart original 

cast iron boot scrapers survive.  Plastic rainwater goods. 

This is a very handsome group of houses that makes a strong positive contribution to the conserva-

tion area.  


