Westgate Street
This is the south-most street in the Medieval Grid laid out in the 12th Century by Abbot Baldwin. It is a street of great character, with the historic Greene King Brewery
and the only surviving intact Regency theatre at its east end, and one of the earliest
post reformation Catholic churches towards the west. Otherwise there is a rich mix
of historic buildings, a large proportion of which are statutorily protected by ‘listing’,
with a range of uses but dominated by residential and commercial occupations and,
of course, especially the brewery. What is perhaps surprising is the relatively large
number of small domestic buildings in Westgate Street with terraces of early 19 th C
houses being a feature, along with the much grander (mainly) Georgian mansions
and both earlier and later dwellings.
In terms of character, the street is not straight and so it is not possible to see from
one end to the other. The far east end is rather discrete and really only visible in local views , otherwise the Brewery dominates the east end and in views from the
west, but the street has a series of highlights although no real dominating characteristic. Its scale, outside of the brewery, is very much domestic, with two storeys normally but also some three storey and of different heights depending on the status of
the building. Similarly, except for the brewery there is a very diverse use of materials,
including white brick, red brick and some stucco render.

As well as the brewery, architectural highlights include: the Church of St Edmund, in a
neo-classical style, but its setting somewhat compromised by the visible school buildings to the rear; the Theatre Royal by William Wilkins; and, arguably, the former
Brewery building, now converted to residential use at 62-66 Westgate Street.
There are quite a few modern developments with perhaps the best being Greene
Mews, where historic buildings have been incorporated to help integrate the site into
the street. The large development at 66-71 helps to balance the scale of the brewery
buildings with the smaller domestic buildings elsewhere in the street.
The street is essentially urban and quite hard in its nature but the local community
have created a welcome green space at the corner of Guildhall Street. There are concrete paving flags to the pavements and asphalt to the road. Otherwise there is a collection of street furnishings which are typical of others found elsewhere in the conservation area. However there are items which it would be unfortunate to lose
should changes occur to the public realm - these include:
•
•

•

Outside the Rose and Crown and on the south east corner of College Street there
are concrete manhole covers with cast legend “Post Office telephone”.
Outside No15 is a cast-iron pavement gulley cover with cast legend ‘Bury St Edmunds’.
Outside Nos 62 and 63 are two pavement gulley covers with the legend ‘Cornish
& Lloyd Bury St Edmunds’.

But the street is mainly about the Greene King Brewery. Its history pervades the locality with so many of the buildings constructed for its processes or for its employees
and its operational buildings and their activities still dominate.

Green King Brewery Depot
This is a somewhat random collection of building which seem to be the result of a number of building
campaigns but largely of the late 19th C. Often in conservation areas one looks for containment of
streets and particularly corners of streets to enhance townscape. Here is the opposite, this corner is
almost entirely open and the buildings set back around a yard behind fairly uncompromising post war
steel railings with a matching gate.
There are buildings on the street: to Westgate Street is a white brick single storey section of 19 th C
wall which hides buildings to the south. This wall has two openings, with a plain boarded door and a
tripartite casement respectively, both of which have flat gauged arches and stone cills. To Maynewater Lane there is the gabled end of a late 19th C building, again in white brick but a tall single storey
with three large tripartite windows with arched brick lintols and stone cills and a slated roof. To the
west of this building there is a section which has been rebuilt to a taller profile in more recent times
again with white bricks and a (higher) slated roof, but with a large roller shutter for vehicle access. To
the west of this are more 19th C wooden shiplap boarded buildings in one and two storeys with multipane casements plain boarded doors and slate or clay tiled roofs and this design in single storey form
continues to the north returning to meet the elevation onto Westgate Street.
The yard has a concrete finish and some galvanised steel barriers: it is something of a hive of activity.
These buildings are an important reminder that historic buildings of all types and, importantly, uses
add interest and value to a conservation area and, even despite their alterations and changes over the
years, they can, like these, make a meaningful positive contribution to a conservation area.
7 Westgate Street, Greene King Offices
An Edwardian free Queen Anne style and constructed as the offices of Greene King. It has a complex
street elevation in red brick with stone dressings with a central gabled section breaking forward of
two asymmetrical wings, both of two storeys but that to the east being taller than that to the west.
The east wing has two bays of bipartite windows, with a central projecting stack which incorporates a
pedimented frame with a ceramic advertising sign for the brewery.
The central section has a stone corniced pediment/gable (with brick dentils) supported on brick
quoins which flank a single bipartite window at first floor level. Below this is a large stone doorcase
with flanking pilasters which support a pediment/cornice with a leaded light tripartite fanlight above
another neoclassical inner doorcase with Tuscan pilasters and a dentiled cornice. The frieze here carries the legend Est’d 1800 (it is not clear what this refers to as the brewery’s foundation predates
that). The paired entrance doors have raised and fielded panels in the late 17 th C style.
The west wing has paired windows on each floor at its eastern end and tripartite at the west end. Fenestration is with multipane sashes and the openings have flat gauged brick arches with stone keys and
cills, and relief brick apron panels.
The roof is finished in clay tiles with and over-sailing eave and there are two brick chimneys. Metal
rainwater goods.
To the west is a red brick stone capped wall to the street with a lintol matching the windows in the
building, and a three panelled oak door in a sort of Tudorbethan style.
To the east there is another red brick wall which is shaped in a cyma recta manner from a two storey
to single storey height and forms a gable wall to an extension to the east of the main building. This
terminates at an opening to a yard. The wall has a plain boarded door in it which appears a later insertion.
The building has an east facing elevation onto the yard which largely follows the design of the street
elevation but with a double stacked roof with a central valley to the main building, with tripartite windows and a ground level extension in red brick with a clay tiled roof (this extension seems to have
been subject to alterations). To the rear (south) of the main building is a further wing with a flat roof.
This appears contemporary with the street wing with similar window and other details, and red brick
facings. This extension has a number of chiller fans attached to it which certainly detract from the
building and the conservation area.
The opening to the yard has rather unsophisticated modern steel gates which could be more sensitive
and to the east the wall continues but here in flint with brick dressings. This wall seems to be from an
earlier building campaign than the main building and this is also reflected in the other buildings which
face onto the yard to its east. These seem to date from the later 19 th C and are in a mixture of flint and
red brick but all two storeys in height and all with clay tiled roofs. These buildings are not publicly accessible but as a group they have a charm and coherence which can be appreciated in the public
realm and reflect the robust historic industry in this particular quarter of the town.
The main building is of some quality and it makes a significant contribution to the conservation area.
While the yard gates could be more sensitive to their location and the chiller units detract, the walled
yard and its surrounding group of 19th C buildings also makes a strong positive contribution to the
conservation area being an important reminder that robust traditional uses are an important part of
our history and culture.

9, 10 & 11 Westgate Street
This is a mid Victorian terrace (1880s) of three houses in Woolpit white bricks. It has two storeys and
a dormered attic.
Each house has an entrance door and one window at ground floor and one window and a blind window on the first. A singe gable dormer casement lights the roof space. All openings have stone lintols, those over the doors being arched. Windows and doors have stone cills. There is a brick string
course, two courses deep, below the first floor window level and a dog tooth brick course below the
plain soffit projecting eaves. The dormer barge boards are decoratively shaped.
Doors are half glazed and have semi-circular fanlights with those to nos 9 and 11 displaying the
house number. Fenestration to ground and first floor is two over two sashes. Adjacent to each doorway is a cast iron boot-scraper.
Rain water goods are cast iron.
In the pavement outside each house a cast iron grating allows light to a cellar, the grating is set centrally under the ground floor window. Circular cast iron covers are set in the pavement for access to
coal shutes.
This handsome terrace has remarkably unaltered historic fabric and it makes a strong positive contribution to the conservation area.
Westgate House
A three-storey Italian Renaissance style building dominant in this part of Westgate Street, erected as
his house in the 1860s by Edward Greene the brewer. The property remained in residential use until
the first quarter of the 20th C when it was converted to office use, later becoming the headquarters
and sales area of Peatling & Cawdron, wine merchants, in conjunction with the adjoining building to
the west.
Built in Woolpit bricks in with six bays of fenestration. A stone plat band separates ground and first
floors, two similar bands divided by three courses of brickwork are between the first and second
floors. There is a bold main cornice surmounted by a brick parapet. On the first and second floors the
openings have flat gauged arches the windows are single paned sashes.
The stone doorcase has a semi-circular brick arch over. There is a heavy six panelled door set within
a deep recess flanked by loosely based square neo- classical pilasters with delicate foliated caps. A
cast iron bell pull is at the right of the entrance.
To the left of the entrance a showroom window has been formed from where had been two windows and the spandrel between. This insertion somewhat compromises the integrity of the whole
and seems to be the only obvious alteration to the original design/fabric.
There is a cast iron rain water pipe set into the brickwork at the left end of the frontage.
This is a handsome mid - Victorian building and a good example of a ‘Battle of the Styles’ period and
it is perhaps surprising it is not statutorily protected already. It makes a strong positive contribution
to the conservation area.
13 Westgate Street
This is a handsome two storey mid Victorian house in red brick with four bays of fenestration and, to
the west, a lean-to extension with somewhat lower storey heights.
The building has a brick string course at first floor level and the window openings have flat gauged
arches and stone cills, the ground floor windows being tripartite sashes and the first floor sashes The
entrance door, off set to the west from the centre, is all modern construction including a curious
doorcase. The roof is double stacked with a central valley visible for the west and has clay tiled finish
and a substantial brick chimney. The eave projects slightly and the rainwater goods are metal.
The side extension has flanking walls that rise above the tiled roof to form parapets and otherwise
has similar detail to the street elevation with eccentrically disposed fenestration, including a blind
window. The rear (southern) part of the extension may be post primary construction.
This is a handsome house which makes a strong positive contribution to the conservation area.
32-33 Westgate Street
This is a somewhat utilitarian looking block of flats providing social housing and which continues
south around the corner into Cullum Road. They date from the 1990s and are in two storeys of buff
bricks with plain concrete tiled roof. There are small wooden framed casements at both floor levels presumably to WCs etc and just one larger window on each floor. The windows have red brick soldier
course cill detail which seems to be the only decorative affection, although an opening to the entrance doors has a plain faux stone case/ frame.
Metal rainwater goods
An unambitious development with little charm and at best neutral in the conservation area.

Greene Mews
Completed in 2018 this is a small development of modern houses built upon what had been a part
of the Greene King Brewery premises, and because it incorporates buildings onto Westgate Street
it is included here. The scheme was designed by Stanley Bragg, Architects.
The complex of new houses, which are generally in two storeys of red brick and stucco render with
clay tiled roof, are in a contemporary chalet style and have some charm. They are, regrettably, contained within a gated area which has a large set back and gated opening onto the street. The buildings onto Westgate Street are single storey and largely converted former workshops or storage
accommodation dating to the 19th C and form a block which turns the corner into Friars Lane.
They are single storey and in red brick to Westgate Street and otherwise in flint with brick. On the
north elevation there are no openings while to the west is the window openings are rather randomly dispersed, with multipane casements. The roof is finished in clay pantiles with an ornate
cresting to the ridge. Metal rainwater goods.
This has been a successful reuse of historic buildings on this site. They serve as a permanent reminder of the history of the location and they are of real interest in the conservation area where
they make a positive contribution.
33-36 Westgate Street
This is a part of another 1990s social housing development which turns the corner north into Parkway and appears to be a terrace of three houses in two storeys of buff brickwork with what appears to be an earlier plinth/base which is built in English bond. However, this surely must be an
affectation. The elevation as a whole starts in the west with the gabled end of the corner building
facing Parkway. To the east the terrace has an uneven eave which suggests the storey heights are
taller in the premises to the west where the first floor windows form a sort of eyebrow dormer.
The fenestration is somewhat random but is wooden framed casements; there are half glazed
wooden entrance doors. All the openings have half- brick arched lintols. The roof is finished in clay
pantiles and the eave oversails with plastic rainwater goods.
There has been a sincere attempt to give these houses some personality but overall their contribution to the conservation area is neutral.
40 Westgate Street
This two storey stucco rendered house presumably was built contemporaneously with the remainder of the terrace to which it is attached to the east but was so altered at some time to no longer
be seen to be worth statutorily protecting like the remainder of the group. This is a five bay house
(compared to the two bays typical of the remainder of the terrace and perhaps was built as two
houses (there would have been a shared chimney stack) one of which was three bays and for the
foreman’s family! It now has a central doorway with no window above it on the first floor, flanked
by two bays of windows. The four panelled door has an arched hood/canopy and what appears to
be an early 19th C case with flush panelled linings - all this could easily be early 19th C. The window
joinery is all multipane sashes but a mixture. The first floor sashes are all modern with a curious
arched top frame rail but some of the ground floor sashes are early 19th C.
The slated roof appears contemporaneous with the remainder of the terrace and has a brick chimney. Plastic rainwater goods.
This is a building which would be worth researching. It seems most likely it is contemporary with
and part of the development from the early 19th C which saw the rest of the terrace built. While it
has been heavily remodelled, it should also be considered for inclusion in the listing of the rest of
the terrace. Meanwhile it is a building which makes a good positive contribution to the conservation area and this could be enhanced by reversal of some of the more recent alterations to it.
56 Westgate Street - YMCA Batt House
This presents itself to the street as an early 20th C white Flemish bond brick wall with two recessed
panels. There is, to the east, an entrance door with soldier brick arch over. Above the wall is a
clerestory of horizontal wood framed casements to accommodation behind which was built as an
extension to the YMCA The principal building, Batt House, is listed. The new addition is at best neutral in the conservation area.

Green King Brewery Buildings West of St Mary’s Square

While some of the brewery buildings are protected by statutory listing and their setting is protected both by that designation and by their setting in the Town Centre Conservation Area, the majority of the buildings are not listed. As the brewery is a working and privately owned site what is described below is what can be seen from the public realm only.
An overriding criteria when considering sites like the Greene King Brewery site is that these are
working buildings which have been adapted over the years and this is the nature of them. Indeed
sometimes it is the manner that buildings have been changed to adapt to changing needs is part of
their ‘special interest’.
The main entrance to the brewery site has handsome and very wide wrought iron vehicle gates
flanked by pedestrian pass gates in similar materials. To their east is a white brick wall topped by a
small wrought iron balustrade. This and the gates themselves presumably date to the late 19 th/
early 20th C and while no longer employed to control the entrances and exits from the work (this is
effected by a modern pole barrier) they are of high quality and part of the history of the plant.
Behind the railings and the wall is the delivery yard, paved in concrete and full of the movement
and traffic expected in such a working environment. Behind this are the principal buildings, all flat
roofed and largely dating to the 1950s. They are in red brick in a series of sizes from two storey to
four, five and even six, and in different uses, offices to the east delivery bays to the north and the
brewery buildings proper to the east. While the buildings are predominantly 1950s with steel
framed casement windows with a glazed entrance to the offices and, generally, roller shuttered
loading bays at ground level, there are some later modification with later canopies and more modern glazed screens too.

To the east of the gates there is a rather handsome 19th C building with a large, clay tiled gambrel
roof and flint walls on a brick base with some red brick piers, brick lined openings and metal rainwater goods. This effectively forms a wall to the street and is a very handsome historic element in
the streetscape.
To the west of the gates is a mid 19th C building in white bricks with five bays of relief panels and a
slated double pitched roof to the rear, with metal rainwater goods. There is a single sash window
on the street elevation. This building merges into another much taller element with a single transitional bay of brickwork, again with a recessed panel, but here three tall storeys high and with an
openings at (effectively) third floor level which is literally an opening as there is no construction
behind it other than an open lean-to roof, presumably at one time for loading. This section also
appears to be from the mid 19th C, as is that to the west, which has three bays of panelled white
brickwork with window openings in each bay at each level. Those at the highest level are blind.
These all have arched lintols with stone keys. This section was extended vertically later in the 19 th
C with a large single storey with a clerestory with continuous multipane casements set in the clay
tiled roof. Here are also louvred vents in the east facing elevation, while in the street facing elevation are arch headed casements, with brick arches and stone key lintols, within the gable which is
topped by the pedimented terminus to the clerestorey behind. The west facing elevation of this
element has a stucco rendered finish and a single multipane casement at ground level.
In the block to the west of the main buildings there is a further gate to another yard (Westgate
Yard) where the site is of the house of Abbott Reeve. Here the buildings on the street are listed,
but between these are modern gates which are not as sophisticated as those to the east and to
the rear of the yard, set back, are rather more modern industrial buildings in corrugated metal
sheet cladding and brown brick. These are uncompromising robust modern structures of a type
which would normally not be thought acceptable in a conservation area. However, the most significant characteristic of the conservation area in this location is the brewery, its buildings, its activities and cultural relationship with the town, so it is hard to criticise the fact that it looks like an
industrial site as it is a working and active industrial site that has influenced the appearance of this
part of the town since the brewery was founded in 1799. Although the business has changed and
expanded in many ways over the years, it remains synonymous with Bury St Edmunds and the
premises of the business continue to make a significant contribution to the character and the
townscape of not only Westgate Street but also those adjacent streets which have views or include parts of the brewery. As the business of Greene King has grown and altered over the years,
this has been reflected in changes that have inevitably occurred to the buildings that can be seen.

66 – 71 Westgate Street
This group of late 20th C houses is integral with 6 Bridewell Lane (see Bridewell Lane) and 33a College Street (see College Street) having been built as part of the redevelopment of former maltings
belonging to the Greene King Brewery. The block is divided into three, two or three storey, pairs
each displaying a variety of detailing loosely based on late Georgian precedents. The elevations
have faux Flemish bond red or white brickwork with sash windows, a mix of multipane and otherwise and faux stone cills. The doorcases, with panelled doors, have pediments. The central block
has French casements at first floor level with arched fanlights and steel balustraded balconettes.
Between 66 and 68 is a tall arched opening which leads to car parking to the rear. The roofs are
finished in slate, where they can be seen and the rainwater goods are metal. All of the entrances
have deeply recessed door openings.
70 & 71 has two storeys with a parapet and red brickwork and gauged flat arches to the window
openings.
68 & 69 has three storeys with projecting eave and sprockets to the soffit. Buff brickwork and
again gauged flat arches to ground and second-floor window openings.
66 & 67, is a lower three storey part of the terrace with projecting roof and sprockets to the soffit.
Here are faux stone lintols and cills to the window openings. The wide opening has the entrance
door to No 67 (on the West return). Faux stone quoins are set in the brick return to the car park
entry and an arch spans this entry with large faux stone segments. The glazed screen façade of the
first floor of 67 is set back within the arch, with a steel balustrade balcony aligning with the building frontage.
The group is bold in character and despite the curious detailing it is in common with 6 Bridewell
Lane a ‘safe’ response to adding new buildings to a conservation area in the late 20 th C. It could be
better but it could also be much worse. In particular it helps bridge the scale from the remaining
part of the Greene King Maltings (listed) to the west on the east corner of College Street and the
bulk of the brewery buildings beyond Bridewell Lane to the east. Because of this it makes a modest contribution to the conservation area.

